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Des 21, 195% Vo 0 ear ears The C Theatre Newsletter: 


New York Theatre Diary 


Charley's Aunt- City Center 12/22/53. Third Jose Ferrer limited run production 
at City Seater: Cast features Peggy Wood, Kent Smith, Rex O'Malley..Dead Pidgeon= 
Vanderbilt-12/23/53. Harold Bromley and Haila Stoddard present a new romantic comedy 
by Leonard Kantor set in a sea-side hotel...Born Yesterday- President 12/25/53.Negro 
touring company starring Edna Mae Robinson plays for two weeks in comedy hit. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Oh,Ment Oh, Wonent- Miller 12/17/53. Majority of NY daily drema oritios joined 
the fIrst night audience in thoroughly enjoying Edward Chodorov's comedy about a 
psychoanalyst private troubles, Franchot Tone, Anne Jackson, Gig Young and Larry 
Biyden,plus Betsy von Furstenberg shared credits with auihor-director Chodorov in 
the Cheryl Crawford production, Times ami Post critics dissented. Former found it 
depressing,rather than hilerious. Latter thought it only intermittently funny. Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, counted 5 or 6 of the funniest scéres of the season. Chapman, News, 
settled by calling it a witty,intelligent,satirig)) ind just plain downright funny 
plays And Colemen,Mirror, added that it is the “:mniest,wackiest,cockeyedest canedy 
to hit NY in a long times Admitting the plays obyious faults, MoClain, Journal Am- 
erican, he added that no honest revorter can say the ticket buyer won't laugh. 


Prescott Proposals- Broadhurst 12/16/53. Diverse set of daily reviews filed on 
Howard Lindsay ia Russel’. Crouse play concerning the UN, produced’ by Leland Hay~ 
ward and Starring Katharine Otrnell., Store it 2 raves, $ mild pres, and 2 cons, 
MaCjain, Journal Americen, and Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, filed the forthright 
pro votess Latter called it a sophisticated mélodrema, dignified,absorbing with a 
good clear healthy point of view on world problems, McClain is positive show is a 
hit, though sometimes slow going before an exciting third acts The mild notices 
were filed by Times, Herald Tribune, ani Post aisle-sitters, Generally they thought 
it failed da Serious drama, but susdeeded as entertaining, stimulating theatre, 
Lorne Greene, Felix Aylmer, Rager Dann ahd Boris Tumarin shared adjectives, The con 
notices came from Chapman, News, and Coleman, Mirror. News man panned authors for 
managing to make the UN a great bore and Miss Correll a defeated actress, Mirror 
reviewer could find only a modicum of ehtertainment in a well-meaning but confused 
thelodrama which wasted the talents of some fine players} 


Rochester Try-Out 


Kilgo Run, Arnold Sundgaard's new comedy debuted at Rochester,NY, Arem Theatre. 
Atkinson, Times, and Small, Variety, found parts of script about a rebellious base- 
ball player interesting, but not strong enough for a Brosdway try, Times critic 
noted that play beings brightly and ends with humor and sentiment, but gets lost tn 
the middle stretches, This is the 56th production of theatre run by Dorothy Cher- 
nuck and Omar K Lermen, Such arena theatres, presenting plays of literary quality as 
well as straight commerical fare, praises Times .it.ic, seem to be the solution in 
many cities to the decline, fall and collapse - ‘co Broadway road shows 


Village Theatre 


American Gothio closes at Cirole in Sq 
Jen 10..Madam,Will You Walk at Phoenix 
has extented Timited Fun to Jan 10, Mild- 
red Natwick, John Emery and Robert Ryan 
star in Phoenix production of Coriolanus 
opening Jan 19...Hurd Hatfield stars in 
Bullfight at Theatre de Lys Jan lése, 

adwoman of Chaillot with Karen Morley 
presented by Actors Mobile Theatre at 
430 6th Ave sterting Jan 6..,Fire Exit 


will be presented Jan 26 by Artista The- 
atre at Amato Theatre. 


Recent Artists Theatre production of 
Lionel Abel's The Death of Odysseus was 
rated by Bentley, New Republic, as the 
best written olay of the season. 


' Off Broadway 


Robinson Jeffers’ The Cretan Woman will 
be presented in Feb at an off Broadway — 
house by Remon de Alba, A companion piece, 
possibly a ballet, will complete the pro- 
gramee.eTwo french plays will be produned 
Feb 25-27 at Carnegie Recital Hall by 
French Art Theatre, 


Vaudeville '* 
aot 


Current Palaae show features Jaywalkers, 
Maude Hilton and Marion Lee, George Kirby, 
Louis & Reggie Arley, Nils and Naydnne, 
Argo and Faye, Jack amd Elsa Shannon and 
Grace Drysdale, 


' Yiddish Theetre ’ 


Sisters,new play by Louis Freimen, opened 


at Second Ave Theatre co-starring Edmund 
Zayende ed Irving Jacobson. Music is by 
Manny Fleischmann, .,\The Struggle for the 
Negev was lebele 4 a Yiddish drema wor thy 
of note by Wilken, News, Presented by the 
Folksbine, 128 Stanton St it shcvld reise 
spirits of those temowning low estate of 
NY Yiddish theatre. 


Theatre TV Notes 


Tallulah Bankhead stars in ABC TV 
US Steal Hour Jan 5 ig Hedda Gabler 
eseRip Van Winkle, based on the famed 
19th play starring Joseph Jeff- 
erson, will be presented on NBC TV - 
Kraft Theatre Deo 23 with E.G, Marshall. 
eseRbert E, Sherwood's The Backbone 
of Ameriom, an original TV script, will 
be sTeeeated on NBC TV Dec 29 with Wen- 
dell Corey, Jemes Dunn, Gens Lockhart. 


Broadway TV Theatre 


Angel Street, Patrick Hamilton's 1948 
thriller, will be presented on WOR TV 
Broadway TV Theatre Dec 21-25 starring 
Sylvia Sidney, Shepard Traube product- 
ion opened at the Golden Theatre Deo 5, 
194] md played 1292 performances, Jud- 
ithE velyn, Vincent Price and Leo G, 
Carroll were starred. Majority of 
NY drama critics found it a well done 
thriller, dividing the credit equally 
among all departments, But Lockridge, 
Sun, and Waldorf, Post, voiced only 
mild approval. Both felt thIRd act 
was slim on plot md scares. Mantle, 


News,rated it as good old emotional, 
hokum theatre. 


Theatre Book Comments 


"Vaudeville" by Joe Laurie, Jr (Holt ) 
easil, lives up to its blurb as “the 
fun s.vden of show business" okays 


Nish..3, Times. Book bristles with 
“acts and figures, 


"They Were Singing" by Christopher 
Pulling( British Book Centre) fails 
in its attempt to portray English 
halls, notes Hewes ,Saturday 
Though index of who sang which songs 
is veluable, book itself can't decide 
if it is owe-end-out reference wark or 
a highly subjecktee yor). 
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1 Green Room Department 


LUGIT TV ADSseeTV provides & ready-made means for aiding the theatre where it 
needs help the most: in expanding its audience and developing new theatregoers, 
points out Gould, Times. Judging by the WNBT(NYC) program in behalf of Almenac, 
the TV critic suggests Broadway shownen had best attend a school in TV tech- 
niques. The program was nothing more than a gusy and pointless thirty minute 
commeréial. Hearing actors tell other actors how wonderful they are, Geuld 
panned, is just as dull on TV as it is in Sardi's, TV sritic also urged that 
in future it is made clear that such programs are sponsored. 


COLUMN TIPS...A playwright has 1 chance in 25,000 of having a Broadway hit, warns 
Winohell..seAlmanac skit on Gabors was dropped on eve of opening , hears Farrell 
evehn off-stage romance between the leads of a hit comedy has cooled while 
their legal mates are in town, whispers Eaton. 


ACTORS SEASON...Three critics beat the year-end round-ups by a week and picked their 
favorite starg of the season. Dash, Women's Wear, elected a group of established 
veteran actresses which included Edna Best, Lucille Watson, Lillian GiSheee 
Francis, Billboard, voted for Rosalind Russell, Ton Ewell, Walter Slezak, Geral d 
ine Page, Edith Adams, Byll Hayes ami Gwen Verdon...Browm, Saturday Review,voted 
for David Wayne, John Kerr, Deborah Kerr, Josephine Hull, Cathleen Nesbitt. 


ON OLD MUSICALS...Diverse viewpoints on the old fashioned,and usually illogical,plot 
of the old fashioned musical considered by Burr,Blaybill,and Kerr, Herald Trib- 
‘une. Former believes the pleasure of audiences at musicals has been doubled by 
the modern realization that even good tunes and comedy seem better when they 
are based on a believable and interesting book. Latter takes issue with Burr, 
stating that it isn't fair to condemn the old song and dence shows for not 
being the same as modern musicals. The old shows had a perfectly olear objective, 
to be gaily,mockingly,blandly unbelievable. 


CRIT ICAL THOUGHTS...Won't the party agents be surprised if the incoming show which 
they scorned turned out to be a hit, asks Zolotow,Times?eeeCity Center seems 
to have a certain snobbery toward some of tie critics, and only invited "friend- 
ly critics to Richard III preview, notes \iatts,Post...Under the present set-up 
of revivals at popular prices, the City Center is no place fer professional 
sritios and should be left in peace by them and given over to the innocent 
pleasure of the masses that patronizes it, scolds Nathan, Journal American. 


‘ Pros & Coens by MK ' * "cD" Gift Coupon ' 


That TV is, sr at least oan be, a vital THEAT RE NEWSLETTER--weekly digests NYC 
force » is shown in two incidents of theatre news,reviews , comments. Ticket, 
the week, The first was Moss Hart's pre- critics report. Drema books, recordsé 
sentation of a first act of Nature of the Year round features, Ideal gift for 
Beast, a play which may or may not be "stage-struck" fans,students, etc. $10 


Written, It was shown on CBS TV Omnibus, year. $12.50 foreign. Compiled by “Broad- 
The second instance is John Cecil Holm's way in Brief" columnist, 


allowing a TV script to be staged by an 
Off-Broadway group to see how it loaks"an 
stage." Both not only show the importance 
of theatre to TV, but both will oertainly OSS 
introduce live theatre to shouends of 
theetre fens, 


* 


Broadway's Christmas present to itself is a half dogen shows that have opened 
within the past three weeks. Starting with the two shows that opened dwing the NYC 
newspaper strike "Kismet" and ‘Madem, Will You Walk", and including the plays at 
the City Center, "Prescott Proposals","John Murray Anderson's Almanac," ani "Oh, 
Men! Oh, Women!" the shows of the past three weeks have attracted good business. 
Though ticket salee are generaily down prior to Christmas, all these shows will be 
around for a long time. The mere fact that patrons cannot buy tickets to many of 
these at present, encourages them to buy tickets to other plays and musicals, 


Plays 


& Girl Can Tell closed after 60 performances...The King and I will start a tour 
April 10...Dial @ For Murder ami Wonderful Town resume Deo 3 after holiday recess 
eeeVictor Borge’'s comedy in Music plays an extra matinee Christmas Day.. National 
Association of Legitimate Theatres held a meetin~ to start campaign against 20% 
federal admission tax on theatre tickets, 


People 


James Russo and Michael Ellis, the producing team who just folded their Syrause 
winter stock try, have decided to split their partnership.,.Harry Mimmo withdrew 
from the cast of Almanac after the opening night.Kay Medford,Almanac, will leave the 
coast of the rewe for role in Lullaby...Lila Darvas replaces Annabella in Dear 
Charles. Philip Reed has been waist ke cast.eeRichard Whorf will design the sets 
Tor Ondine and Black Candle...Ralph Alsweng has decorated the premises of the new 
home of Leblang Ticket Agency, 224 W 47, 


Other Broadways 


The case of the state of Rhode Islend vs. Tobacco Road was dropped when a Prov- 
idence judge decided he could not convict the producer of the play,Ed Gould,on thé 
basis of a few scenes.iéFrank Fay returns to his hit role of Elwood P Dowd when 
Harvey opens @ newtour of the company in Los Angeles December 29,..Peter Ustinov, 


whose recent London play No Sign of the Dove,was booed at its opening intends to 
boo back at audiences in his attempt to write what he thinks is right. 


Theatre Recotd Notes 


Columbia Records preparing “Front Row Center", an «’bun with 9 complete Broadway 
musicals with all-star casts..4Robert Ross, Kind Sir, has revorded two of Chaucer's 
Canterbury Teles in Middle English for Caedmon Records..eMargaret Sullavan, Sabrina 
Fair, will record poems of Emily Dickensor for Caed.ion Records.s Mercury will present 
four songs from Kismet sung by Georgia G ibbs, Vic Damone and Ross Bagdasarian. 


CRITICAL DIGEST 
505 Fifth Ave, NYC 
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